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By Brenda Lange

When his dream of becoming a nuclear 
engineer was derailed, Frank Reynolds 
’94 SGS worked hard to manage several 

New York City businesses owned by his family while 
earning his bachelor’s degree in marketing from 
Rider University.

As the businesses thrived, Reynolds acted on his innate 
desire to help people, and in his mid-20s he moved 
to Philadelphia, got a job at Philadelphia Psychiatric 
Hospital (now the Belmont Behavioral Hospital) 
and enrolled in the graduate program at St. Joseph’s 
University, where he ultimately earned a master’s 
degree in hospital administration.

“After dramatic changes to historical patient care in 
the early 1990s, I decided I wanted to run a hospital to 
help protect patient programs from cuts, but realized 
that without science credentials, I wouldn’t get there,” 
says Reynolds. So while still at St. Joseph’s, he joined 
the School of Graduate Studies at Chestnut Hill 
College, simultaneously earning a second master’s 
degree — this one in counseling psychology — and 
creating his own dual degree program.

“I knew to lead a hospital I would require a breadth of 
skills through multiple master’s degrees, rather than a 
depth of skills through one doctoral program,” he says. 

Turning Tragedy into Opportunity
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Reynolds and his wife, Mary, pose during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Fort Lee, N.J., 
office of PixarBio Corporation.

Frank Reynolds ’94 SGS

“And I knew I could get the science skills I needed at 
Chestnut Hill College.”

Near the end of the program at CHC, Reynolds had 
back surgery that left his legs paralyzed, but even the 
physical pain and challenges he faced at that time 
didn’t stop his education. With most of his classwork 
completed and only his practicums remaining, he took 
on two projects and finished his degree from bed.

In addition, he did research on treatment and cures for 
paralysis thanks to CHC librarians who helped him get 
the research materials — this was well before Google 
and widespread Internet usage. And the enjoyment 
he found in working with patients translated into a 
job with Charter Fairmount doing patient intake and 
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initial diagnosis — while he was still confined to bed 
for most of the day.

“I’m a strong supporter of Chestnut Hill College,” 
says Reynolds. “When the staff and faculty learned of 
my paralysis, they assured me I had full access to the 
College and did everything as good Christians to help 
me walk again. Every day, when I was struggling, I 
heard from CHC, ‘We are here to help you on behalf 
of God.’”

The spinal surgery that confined him to bed actually 
turned out to be the life-changing event that opened 
doors for him to create a product and medication to 
help others in similar situations. Paralyzed because 
of a product that was rejected by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) in 1991, Reynolds says that 
he discovered the device inside his body was illegal 
thanks to a Barbara Walters “20/20” episode in 
December 1993. 

He contacted activist Ralph Nader and testified about 
his experience before the FDA the following July. 
Partly because of his testimony, the device was pulled 
off the market. And the research obtained through 
CHC led him to invent the NeuroScaffold for acute 
spinal cord injuries. 

This new and improved product was on the market 
four years later. “Now it was safe and effective and 
made of titanium with screws that can be removed 
among other improvements,” he explains.

His own corporation and 
breakthrough drug
With six master’s degrees under his belt — from the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Engineering, 
St. Joseph’s, Temple, Wharton, MIT and CHC 
— Reynolds founded the PixarBio Corporation 
and invented NeuroRelease, a non-addictive, 
breakthrough morphine replacement. Reynolds, who 

is the corporation’s CEO, CFO and Chief Science 
Officer, took the company public in the fall and says it 
had a successful initial public offering.

“We’re the only company with a product before the 
FDA that can treat post-surgical pain for more than 
three days,” he says of NeuroRelease, the non-opiate/
opioid injectable form of a drug approved by the FDA 
more than 40 years ago.

“It takes much less time to get a drug approved that 
has already passed the time-consuming safety studies,” 
Reynolds explains. “Injection provides a local delivery 
and gets the same results with less of the drug. We’re 
taking on the opiate war.” 

Three different versions of the drug for acute or 
chronic pain — a 3-day, 7-day and 14-day version 
— are in development through a Bethlehem, Pa., 
manufacturing company, and Reynolds expects final 
FDA approval on NeuroRelease in 2019.

PixarBio Corp. also researches and develops targeted 
delivery systems for drugs, cells or biologics to treat 
pain, epilepsy, Parkinson’s disease and spinal cord 
injuries. Visit www.pixarbio.com. 

“ I’m a strong supporter of Chestnut Hill 
College. When the staff and faculty learned 
of my paralysis, they assured me I had full 
access to the College and did everything 
as good Christians to help me walk again. 
Every day, when I was struggling, I heard 
from CHC, ‘We are here to help you on 
behalf of God.” 

— Frank Reynolds
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Abigail Palko, Ph.D., ’96 was named Director 
of the Maxine Platzer Lynn Women’s Center 
at the University of Virginia last year and as 

she continues to settle in, she enjoys talking about the 
line she draws connecting her Chestnut Hill College 
education with this accomplishment.

“My firm philosophical commitment to women’s issues 
is rooted in my undergraduate years at CHC, which 
convinced me of the importance of preparing young 
women to be the strong leaders our changing world 
needs for the future,” she says.

“When I think of my core group of friends from those 
years, we all came in with an image of ourselves and 
our future that in retrospect was so much smaller than 
what we’ve accomplished. Each of us has so much 
more expansive of a life than we had dreamed of as 
incoming freshmen, and I credit this richness to our 
time at CHC.”

This position is far from her first foray into women’s 
issues. She formerly served as the Associate Director 
of the Gender Studies Program at the University 
of Notre Dame, and earned her Ph.D. in Literature 
with a graduate minor in Gender Studies from that 
institution. 

She has written a just-released book, “Imagining 
Motherhood in Contemporary Irish and Caribbean 
Literature,” and has written several articles and book 
chapters examining mothering practices as well as how 
Irish and Caribbean women writers understand the 
figure of the Good Mother in their writing. Currently, 
she is co-editing two books about mothering issues.

Commitment to Women’s Issues Stems from CHC Years

Abigail Palko, Ph. D., ’96

Busily planning for the future
The Women’s Center offers resources to support 
the wellbeing of women and men of the university 
community as well as members of the local 
community. Plans are underway to renovate the 
center’s current building, and Palko and her staff 
are relishing the design phase, which allows them to 
examine how they use space and function as a center. 

One of the uses involves mentorship. Staff members 
mentor students through learning and leadership 
opportunities that combine service work with 
classroom studies of gender equity and other social 
justice issues. Palko is currently running a search for a 
coordinator for the men’s mentoring project.

She also is working on ways to directly engage with 
undergraduate students as well as developing plans 
to support the staff ’s engaged scholarship, including 
implementing a writing group. In the fall, Palko will 
hire another student intern, giving undergraduates 
nine different ways they can intern there.

This summer, she will begin work on a strategic plan 
for the next three-to-five years and next spring, she 
will return to the classroom, teaching part of the 
interns’ course, Front Lines of Social Change II.

Palko is excited and energized by 
all the plans and opportunities.

“The Women’s Center has the 
programming and resources to lead 
a sustained conversation about the 
impact of gender norms on our 
individual lives,” she says. “It’s 
my goal to foster an environment 
that addresses the particular needs 
of women students outside the 
classroom and serves as a tool for 
students to engage with gender justice 
and social change movements.”

In a 2016 interview, Palko said that when 
she was a CHC student, “the whole campus was our 
women’s center!” 

She continued: “I am the woman I am today because 
of the mentorship and example of the faculty and my 
fellow students.”

Abigail Palko speaks at 
the Fall 2016 Alumni 
Conference in September.
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